
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

News from Woodlawn 
Number 1 - 2016/17 

Introducing our School Choir 

              

  Hands Hearts Voices Choir                                
 

Nichola Aldcroft & Mhari Storey are leading 
some of the pupils in a new choir every 
Monday after school. It has been named 
‘Hands Hearts Voices Choir’ - it is a sing 
and sign Choir that will perform at both 
school and community events.  All pupils 
are welcome to join, so if your child is 
interested, please contact school. 
 

 
This year we are very fortunate to be 
involved with a fantastic music project 
created by Open Up Music. The project 
aims to develop a school orchestra using 
traditional instruments and assisted 
technology to create an ensemble. Eight 
children are taking part and they are really 
enjoying the project and playing instruments 
not previously used such as guitars and 
ukuleles as well as using iPads to play 
music. The project runs over 30 weeks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

           
14 - 18th November. 

Woodlawn will be hosting an Anti-Bullying 
Week – to shine a spotlight on bullying and 
encourage our pupils to take action against 
bullying throughout the year.  

The theme of Anti-Bullying Week for 2016 is 
Power for Good, with the following key aims: 

o To support children and young people to 
use their Power for Good – by 
understanding the ways in which they are 
powerful and encouraging individual and 
collective action to stop bullying and create 
the best world possible. 

o To help parents and carers to use their 
Power for Good – through supporting 
children with issues relating to bullying and 
working together with schools to stop 
bullying.   

o To encourage all teachers, school support 
staff and youth workers to use their Power 
for Good – by valuing the difference they 

can make in a child’s life, and taking 
individual and collective action to prevent 

bullying and create safe environments 
where children can thrive. 
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Re-Branding 
 

We are formally launching our new logo and 
holding a celebration event with the elected 
Mayor Norma Redfearn as Guest of 
Honour.  Date and time TBC – invites to 
follow. 
 

What have Primary been up to? 
 

Pupils in Louise’s class have been listening 

to the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. They 

have been talking about what plants need to 

grow and everyone planted beans.  They 

are having a competition to see who can 

grow the tallest beanstalk! 

In Cara’s class the children have been 
looking at habitats, working together to 
make their own house out of recyclable 
materials, using different sized containers 
and boxes. They talked about different 
shapes used and if they were 2D or 3D.  
Painting it in various colours the children 
have named it the “Rainbow House”.  

Keely’s pupils have been learning about the 
Anglo Saxons.  As part of this they have 
designed and made their own shields.  The 
pupils have learned about village life, runes 
used and investigated the events at Sutton 
Hoo where a buried ship was found inland. 
The pupils are looking forward to moving 
onto learning about The Arctic next half 
term!  

In Diane & Debbie’s class the pupils have 
been looking at a variety of books, including 
‘The Mixed up Chameleon’, My Many 
Coloured Days’ and Oliver’s Vegetables.  
This has helped the children learn about 
themselves, their feelings and healthy 
eating. They really enjoyed making 
vegetable soup!   

During the Autumn first half term Kimberley's 
class visited the Blue Reef Tynemouth 
Aquarium.  The children had a fantastic time, 
they got to touch a starfish, crab, sea urchin 
and a hermit in the rockpools. They watched 
seal's doing tricks and got a little wet when they 
splashed but it was lots of fun!  

Amy’s class have been learning all about their 
senses within science this half term. The pupils 
have experimented with musical instruments, 
tasted sweet and sour fruit, smelled different 
flavour extracts, matching them to a picture and 
grouped various objects on how they felt.  They 
have finished off this topic by going on a walk 
within our sensory garden, to think about what 
they could see, hear, smell and feel. 

Woodlawn Parents & Friends 

Association 
Due to the fantastic fundraising efforts by the 

WPFA, they have donated £10,000 to support 
School in the purchase of new computers for 
every classroom.   This is a fantastic amount 
and will make a huge difference to the pupil 
learning experience.  We cannot thank the 
volunteers of this team enough for their 
continued support and generosity of their time 
and effort. 
The team are always looking for new members 
– if you can support in any way, please contact 
the school for more information/come along to 
a meeting. 
WPFA Dates for your Diary –  
Monday 31st October 10am - in school, to 
continue the planning of the Boxing Day 
Pudding Run. 
Monday 12th December 10am - a 1000 Xmas 
pudding bag pack in readiness for the Fun Run 
participants.  The more people who help the 
quicker we can do it!   
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Secondary Department Update 

 

        
Our secondary pupils have been getting into 
the spirit of Christmas! They have used the 
internet to find items to make and then sell 
at our Christmas Enterprise afternoon on 
Wednesday 14th December. They are 
making Penguin trinket boxes, Gingerbread 
men & Stuffed Robin decorations, 
Christmas masks, Snowman coasters, 3D 
foam Christmas trees and Santa Christmas 
countdown clocks! 
The pupils are enjoying making the items 
and they are looking forward to working on 
their stalls and selling them to you. Happy 
Christmas from our Secondary 
Department!! 
 

This half term Andy Bell’s form class have 
been working on World War One in History. 
They have discussed and made their own 
propaganda poster. The students work will 
also be displayed in school. 
The students are keen to share their 
increased awareness of the sacrifices 
people made during the war. 

 

 

 
Please support 
the Poppy Appeal.  
They will be on 
sale in school 
from 31st October.  
Please send 

donations in a sealed envelope in book 
bags/with your child.   
 

Physical Education  
All our pupils have been working with our new 
PE teacher, Stephen Dial.   
Primary pupils have been building their 
knowledge of team sports and invasion games. 
They have played Handball, Football and 
Basketball, developing their communication, 
passing, moving, shooting and tactics.  
Secondary pupils have also been developing 
their understanding of the above invasion 
games and other areas of sport, including 
practising Boccia and Bowling, working on their 
accuracy and tactics in these sports.  
 
Sonya McDonough has been appointed to the 
role of Swimming Co-ordinator at Woodlawn. 
The pupils are having lots of fun in the 
swimming pool, whilst learning about the 
importance of a healthy lifestyle.  We transfer 
some classroom activities into the water e.g. 
using giant Numicon so we can practice our 
swimming skills and counting skills at the same 
time! 
The class always starts with a warm up, 
followed by the swim/therapy lesson and end 
with a fun, play session.   
 

In Memory of Demi Lee Eaton 
It was with great sadness we said goodbye to 
one of our very special pupils during the 
Summer Holidays.   
As our Harvest Festival this year, we are very 
happy to donate arts and crafts to the RVI ward 
1b in Demi’s memory. 
 
Thank-you to everyone for all the wonderful 
contributions.  We know the RVI will be every 
grateful.    
Please see the photo on our facebook page of 
the display. 
           

 



4  

 

 

 

 

Where are we going? 

 
We have a Geography project in 
Secondary where pupils are using their 
map reading skills to locate snow dog 
sculptures – have you found any yet on 

your travels?  
 

Post 16 will visiting the 
Calvert Tust for their 
annual residential in March 
2017. 
 

   
 

We are also planning 
a further expedition in June 2017 for students as 
part of their Duke of Edinburgh award.  More 
information will follow in the New Year. 
 

  Is being arranged through the 
Connexioins Service for our Post  
16  students.  

The experience will consist of a 
series of days or a week long block during 
January & February 2017. 
 

Woodlawn Governing Body 
 

A number of new Governors have joined the 
Governing Body since September. 
 

o Susan Smith – Elected as staff Governor 
o John Joynson – Trust Governor 
o Kirstie Devine – Co-opted Governor 

 

John brings an extensive background in teaching 
and Local Authority work in the area of special 
needs.  Kirstie is a solicitor and Susan is one of 
our Teaching Assistants in Primary.  All will serve 
a 4 year term of office and John & Kirstie are 
looking forward to spending time in school, 
getting to know the pupils and staff. 
We still have a Parent Governor vacancy and if 
anyone is interested, please contact school.  

 Staff News 
 

We have said a fond farewell to Angela 
Barlow, Louise Simmons & Leah Walsh 
at the end of the Summer term. 
 

We welcome back Anne our cook after 
her recent operation. 
 

Get well wishes to Lynn Hoogewerf and 
Georgie Hind following their recent 
hospital stays. 
 

A big welcome to Cara McDonald & Amy 
Dunn who joined our primary department 
in September as teachers.  Also to 
Stephen Dial as our PE teacher, Ben 
Brown & Claire Riches as higher level 
Teaching assistants and Kevin Parker, 
Emma Rogerson, Jim O’Neil, Kirstine 
Tarn-Gibson, Teaching Assistants.  
Finally we also have a new Teaching 
Assistant Apprentice working in early 
Years - Chelsea Topping.  A lot of new 
faces – look out for a new staff picture 
board going up in school!  
 

 

Health Check 
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Charity Fundraising 
 
 

 
Thank-you for supporting this fantastic event.  
We raised £69.85 
 

 
What a fantastic turn-out for our coffee morning 
on 30th September.  Thank-you to everyone who 
baked and bought! We raised a fabulous £264.35  
 

Message from the Head 
 
I say this every time but again 
what a busy start to the new 
academic year.  We have lots 
of new staff and pupils.  We 
catch up with our summer 
leavers on 2nd December 
where we celebrate and 

present their certificates from the exams they did 
in their last term at Woodlawn. 
 

The pupils look very smart in their new uniforms 
and I am very much looking forward to our new 
logo official launch in November and also our 
Enterprise afternoon in December.  I know the 
pupils are working on some fantastic items to sell.  
 

I hope to see many of you on the 9th November 
for our Parents Open Evening. 
 

I couldn’t do the job I do, without the support of 
all the staff, Governors, parents, carers and 
pupils - thank-you to everyone. 
 

Have a lovely Half-term and we look forward to 
welcoming the pupils back on Monday 31st 
October. 

Playground Buddy Scheme 

We are launching this scheme after half 
term 
across the whole school.  Children from 
Year 4 and above can choose to enrol as 
a peer buddy.  The aim of the scheme is 
to encourage children to be good role 
models and give them a feeling of 
responsibility 
It plays an important part in creating a 
safe, friendly, happy and peaceful 
atmosphere for the children at lunch and 
break times.  
Their role will be: 

• To help children to play co-
operatively 

• To support children to resolve 
minor conflicts and report to staff 
if necessary. 

• Teach and play a wider range of 
games 

• Help lonely and new children 
make more friends. 

• Most importantly, be available to 
be a friend to all the other 
children. 

School Council 

The 2016/17 School Council members 
have been elected from each class and 
met for the first time on Friday 21st 
October. 
The team initially talked about the 
reasons behind having a staff council, 
how it benefits the school and the 
promises they make as a councillor. 
They also discussed how they were 
going to support during anti-bullying 
week and future fundraising.  The 
Council will keep us up to date with their 
progress. 
 



6  

 

 

 

 

Diary Reminder  
 

Monday 31st October Pupils return to school 

Wednesday 9th November Parents Open evening event 4.00 – 6.30pm 

Friday 18th November Children In Need (Fundraising Event) 

Friday 2nd December 2015/2016 Leavers Awards Assembly 

Wednesday 14th December Whole School Christmas Enterprise Fair – 1.30pm 

Friday 16th December Christmas Jumper Day (Fundraising Event) 

Friday 16th December Break up for Christmas Holidays 

Tuesday 3rd January 2017 Staff Training Day (school closed) 

Wednesday 4th January 2017 Pupils return to School for Spring Term 

 

 

 

❏ Email us - woodlawn@northtyneside.gov.uk  
 

❏ Check out our Website - www.woodlawn.org.uk 
 

❏ Like us on Facebook - Woodlawn School 
 

❏ Follow us on Twitter @WoodlawnLive 


