
 

 

News from Woodlawn  
Spring 2018  
Core Values 
Through sharing our 'Vision and Values' we 
have chosen our 'core values' which underpin 
the British Values of democracy, law, liberty, 
tolerance and mutual respect. 

At Woodlawn School we are all STARS 

Strong 
Team 
Ambitious 
Respect 
Shine 
 

New School Website Launched 
We are very proud of the new look Woodlawn 
School website.  There is a lot of information 
regarding curriculum, policies, other useful 
information and a gallery of photos.  Please 
take some time to browse the pages – visit – 
www.woodlawn.org.uk 
  

Health & Safety Audit 
North Tyneside Council undertook a Health & 
Safety Audit in school over two days in 
January.  We are pleased to report a fantastic 
achievement of 96% and we have been 
awarded their Gold Standard.   
 

Saturday Morning Singing 
Nichola Aldcroft has introduced a 
monthly Saturday morning Sing & Sign 
session for the children in our choir.  They can 
bring along parents/carers/siblings & friends of 
the family to the sessions, who can then enjoy 
a cuppa, a lot of singing & learn some signing 
along the way!  We are in the process of 
opening this up to the rest of the school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WPFA 
The team are always looking for new 
members – if you can support in any 
way, please contact the school for 
more information/come along to a 
meeting.  The WPFA are currently 
raising funds towards a new mini-bus 
for school. 

Record numbers at 32nd Pudding Run - For the 
second year running the 
number of entrants has 
broken the record!  A 
fantastic 1066 runners took 
part.  We actually ran out of 

puddings!  Thanks to all parents, pupils and staff who 
ran or came along to support.  The event takes a lot 
of preparation and a tremendous amount of help on 
the day. A fabulous £3655 was raised towards the 
mini-bus appeal.  We must thank our joint organiser 
North Shields Poly Athletics Club supported by Start 
Fitness.  Potts Printers who provide FOC the 
certificates and publicity posters, Sainsburys for 
donating 810 puddings, North of Tyne Mountain 
Rescue, Events officers at North Tyneside Council & 
Roadsafe. 

   

Summer Fair 2018 – this year the Fair will start off 
our 100 years in education celebrations on Saturday 
23rd June from 12noon – 3.00pm.  A number of 
donation days are planned – please support where 
you can.  
20th April – Fragrance Friday 
25th May – Sweet treat Friday 
22nd June – Fill-a-bag Friday 
 

Next Meeting Monday 23rd April 10.00am in school.   
 
 

 

http://www.woodlawn.org.uk/
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What have Primary been up to? 
 

In Early Years the 
children have been 
having a great time 
visiting the soft play at 
Beacon Hill School on 
Monday mornings.  
They have explored the 
colourful environment, 
tested out their physical 
abilities and had 

meaningful interactions with their peers, 
supporting their communication and social 
skills. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Debbie & Joe’s class the children have 
enjoyed the story of the ‘Gingerbread Man’ in 
Literacy. Using the talk for writing scheme they 
have been able to recite part of the story from 
memory, with the use of a story map. All pupils 
have been fantastic with this and have even 
chosen to recite the story during wet play! 
They have also completed tasks based on the 
characters of the story.  
 
 

In Sara’s class the pupils have been working 
on the Rain Forest and about the animals 
that live there creating a large display for 
class. All lessons have fed into this 
curriculum topic, including their favourite 
making mud jelly in DT and acting like the 
animals during movement in PE.  
 

 

 

In Mhari’s Class the pupils have learnt about Pirates 
and Mermaids, exploring textures to increase their 
understanding of concepts such as hot/cold and 
developing fine motor skills by transferring objects 
between hands and   containers. In Maths they have 
learnt about directions using treasure maps to 
navigate around the classroom. Some have 
continued to work with Eyegaze technology and 
everyone has developed their understanding of 
Spring using the 'Holistic music for children' 
programmes.  India was the country of choice to 
celebrate World Book Day, and they used a sensory 
story called 'Elephant Dance'.  Lovely smelling 
pictures were made with spice paint and Mandalas 
created using ICT. 

In Kimberley’s class the children have really enjoyed 
Art.  They have been working with ‘Banksy art’ - spray 
painting on the Tate modern website and stencilling 
different designs, comparing this to Art by Andy 
Warhol recreating some soup cans using bright 
colours and repeated pictures.   They have also been 
working with ‘Superworm’, developing their writing 
skills and retelling the story using the story maps they 
created.  On finishing their Easter crafts there was 
excitement all round for their  egg throw and hunt to 
finish off the term!  

In Keely’s class during 
Geography the pupils have 
been learning about the 
climate zones around the 
world. They have learned 
about hot and cold places 
including deserts, rain forests, 
the Arctic and Antarctica. 
Each child made their own 
papier-mache globe to help 
locate these areas and to learn 
where the equator is and how 
it affects climate.  

 
We have held successful 
parent/carer coffee events across 
school this term with a firm focus on 
writing.  The feedback from parents 
who attended was very positive and 

they enjoyed the opportunity to catch-up on progress 
and how to support further with home learning. 
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Secondary Department Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The making and selling of decorative egg cups 
and sweet tins raised £22 profit for GW 
form.  All monies raised from Christmas and 
Easter Enterprise is going towards the class 
end of year trip to York. 
 

It was British Science Week from 9 - 18 March 
and our Secondary pupils were given 4 tin 
cans to investigate and gather information 
about. They rolled them and shook them to 
see what they sounded like and took 
measurements.  The tins were then removed 
and replaced with 4 more without the labels for 
the pupils to use their 
investigative skills 
with the information 
they had gathered to 
decide which food 
was in which can. We 
have some detectives 
of the future at 
Woodlawn! 

Form AB celebrated World Poetry Day - a 
celebration of poetry and its power to "capture 
the creative spirit of the human mind", as 
recognised by UNESCO. The class discussed 
the diverse nature of poetry and its impact on 
our lives.  

The form 
researched 
poetry and 
found 
examples of 
their 
favourite 
poems for an 
in-class 
display. 

 
 

Work Experience for Post 16 

Work Experience placements started this term, we 

have completed 10 across a wide variety of career 

options.  The students applied for their chosen 

placements which included classroom assistants, 

animal care including dog grooming, hairdressing, 

retail, motor mechanics and shadowing a Psychology 

Lecturer at Northumbria University.  More placements 

are scheduled for next term. 

 

Some of the students have also been working with 
the Adult Learning Alliance developing carpentry & 
woodworking skills.  All have completed a bird box, 
bird feeder and a photo frame to house a photo they 
created at the ALA during a digital photo exercise.  
 
 

Nichola Aldcroft has been developing a Local 
Enterprise Partnership and we are pleased to 
announce our sponsor is ENGIE, who is one of the 
world’s leading service providers, delivering business 
processes, facilities management, technical services 
and energy services across 30 countries.  In the 
UK, ENGIE provides a range of business services to 
the public, private and healthcare sectors, employing 
over 15,200 people across 14,000 sites.  ENGIE is 
one of North Tyneside Council’s Partners, providing 
back-office services to the Council and schools. 
ENGIE will provide project based learning offering 
additional curriculum opportunities as well as more 
work related learning. 

Projects 

We have registered for the RSPB outreach into 
schools service. We believe it can offer delivery 
across school staying in EYFS as it is sensory based 

We have agreed to be part of a research project from 
the clinical psychology department at Newcastle 
University. It is an intervention project for parents and 
children with ASD and learning difficulties.  
 
Polar Explorer Programme is a STEM opportunity 
and involves 4 hours of delivery and workshops into 
school and lots of resources to raise aspirations in 
STEM.   
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Physical Education 

A number of pupils have been competing this 
term and participating in a number of events :- 
 

Secondary & Post 16 took part in the Lord’s 
Taverners North of England Boccia event at 
Gateshead in January. 
 

U16 Girls disability Football continues through 
to June 2018 with pupils competing and 
developing team work and football skills 
 

Primary pupils have participated in a Tennis 
event and a Boccia event, with one team 
reaching the quarter finals.  All these events 
are aimed at improving skills, interaction and 
teamwork. 
 

Secondary pupils took part in an Athletics 
talent day at Monkton Stadium on 13th March 
and 8 of our pupils have qualified for the 
Regional finals on 9th May - Good luck!  
 

Lunch-time Dance Club has continued and its 
members did a wonderful performance at the 
Easter Assembly – well done! 
 

We have had some great coaching in school 
including 'Smile through Sport' delivering 
cricket to our secondary pupils. 
 

Swimming 
A swimming event on 17th Jan at Hebburn saw 
pupils win medals – well done to everyone who 
took part. 
During swimming classes at school Sonya has 
introduced the breast stroke into the 
programme and is delighted how quickly our 
pupils have grasped the techniques.  In order 
to bring in other cross-curricular subjects, 
Sonya has also introduced number bonds 
using numicon in the pool and a literacv board 
with Alphabet Ducks.   

We also have a new pool 
mascot, ‘Dotty The Giant 
Dalmatian Dog’, kindly 
donated by one of our 
pupils, she is a great asset 
and our pupils love 
her.  She’s very well trained, 
doesn't bark, leaves no 
mess around the pool and 
adores our swimmers! 

Since Christmas our 
musicians have joined some 

of the smaller groups together, making 2 bigger 
groups plus the original orchestra.  One group is 
experimenting with different sounds and using a 
variety of instruments, whilst concentrating on taking 
direction when conducted by another member of the 
group.  The other group is working on a mash up of 2 
songs, ‘What about us?’ and ‘Castle on the Hill’. They 
have worked on the arrangement themselves and are 
playing the keyboards, clarion, drums and some are 
singing and beat boxing too! 
The established orchestra group has been writing a 
song about Easter and composing the music 
themselves. They are playing a number of musical 
instruments including keyboards, xylophone, drums, 
clarion and guitar.  Two pupils have had their first 
attempt at playing an excerpt from Beethoven’s 7th 
Symphony on the clarion!  
 

Safeguarding 
Operation Encompass: A reminder  
Operation Encompass was launched in June 2016 
and is an initiative run in partnership with 
Northumbria Police and North Tyneside Council 
which aims to support children who are affected by 
domestic abuse.  As a result, following any domestic 
abuse incident being reported to the police, the Police 
will make contact with Children’s Social Care Front 
Door service who will then communicate relevant and 
necessary information to nominated school staff. This 
will ensure that the school is made aware at the 
earliest possible opportunity and can subsequently 
provide support to children in a way that means they 
feel safe and listened to. Each school has members 
of staff (key adults) who have been fully trained in 
liaising with police and Children’s Social Care when 
required, and will ensure that the necessary support 
is made available to the child following the disclosure 
of a domestic abuse incident. Our key adults in 
school are Claire Harrison-Hoggarth, Glen Whalley & 
Gill Wilson You can find out more information by 
visiting http://www.operationencompass.org/ 
 

Easter Celebration 
Our vice chair of governors Rev. Peter Dobson led a 
whole school assembly on Wednesday.  We had 
fabulous singing from our choir and a lovely 
performance from our dance club members. Thanks 
to the WPFA for refreshments & raffle, £77.85 raised. 
 

http://www.operationencompass.org/
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Staff News 
Mhari Storey leaves us at the end of this term.  
Mhari has been a teacher at Woodlawn for the 
past 7 years and we wish her well for the future 
as she faces new and exciting challenges in 
her career.   
Lynn Hoogewerf has left her role as TA after 
12 years at Woodlawn and we send continued 
best wishes to her. 
Stephanie Hay has also left us this term.   
We welcomed back Keely Crowther from her 
maternity leave at the start of the term. 

 

 

School Council 
The Representatives have been meeting 
every other week during a lunchtime and been 
working hard on establishing the programme 
of events for our 100 years celebration.  This 
has included asking all pupils across school to 
record their favourite memory of Woodlawn.  
The reps have also conducted a survey to 
establish a place for the ‘Centenary Tile 
Mosaic’.  Final plans for the celebrations will 
be issued from the Council in the Summer 
Term.  
 

Charity Fundraising 
£145.50 raised 
through 
donations and 
selling of 
wristbands. 

 

 
The Woodlawn Swimathon also took place 
with the pupils and staff swimming an amazing 
6,405m (more than 4 miles!) Every pupil 
received a certificate on completion of their 
swim – well done to all! 

 

£58.00 raised for 
Cancer Research 
via sales of Unity 
Bands.  
 

Post 16 organised a fun day 
to raise money for Brain 
Tumour Research – amount 
raised TBC! 

 

Thank-you for your contributions this term 

Bids & Grants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LSM Wealth presented us with a cheque for £2,480 
to assist our Hydro-therapy and swimming 
programme. 
 

GDPR 
General Data Protection Regulations come into effect 
on 25th May 2018.   Woodlawn School is required to 
keep and process certain information about pupils in 
accordance with its legal obligations under theses 
regs.  We may, from time to time, be required to share 
personal information about pupils with other 
organisations, mainly the Local authority, other 
schools and educational bodies, and potentially 
children’s services.  Organisational methods for 
keeping data secure are imperative, and Woodlawn 
School believes that it is good practice to keep clear 
practical policies, backed up by written procedures.  
Look out for more information, policies etc on our 
website and consent forms in book bags. 

 

Governor News 
A number of visits have been conducted over the 
Spring term including behaviour around learning and 
the curriculum of foundation subjects. 
All Governors can be contacted via the main office. 

 

Health Update 
Our school nursing team provide specialist nursing & 
public health advice for children with disabilities & 
complex physical & or emotional health needs.  You 
can chat on the telephone, in person at school or 
arrange a home visit. Please ring 0191 6432597 
during school hours.  
 

We carried out a whole school dental screening 
programme in February which also helped raise pupil 
awareness around oral hygiene.   
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Message from the Head 
This has been a quick but 
extremely busy Spring 
Term.  I was glad to get back 
to normal after the adverse 
weather we suffered at the 
end of February.  Thank-you 
for your support with the 
decisions I had to make 
which were not taken lightly 
to close the school for 3 days 

but the safety of our pupils and staff remains 
paramount.  
As always thank-you to the many parents and 
carers who came along to our Easter assembly 
that was ably led by our Vice Chair of the 
Governing Body Rev Peter Dobson.  The Mother’s 
Day & Easter flower gift shop hosted by staff was 
another success.  These funds are going towards 
the redevelopment of our sensory garden – so 
again many thanks to our generous families who 
support these enterprise ideas.  I must also thank 
the WPFA members for their continued support 
not only at these events serving refreshments but 
also their fundraising via the Summer Fair and the 
Pudding Run.  We are getting ever closer to the 
target for a new mini-bus! 
It was lovely to see so many of you at our coffee 
events, sharing ideas and progress on writing. 
Also thanks to everyone who has completed a 
Parent/carer satisfaction survey.  All feedback is 
valuable and helps us move forward. 
I was extremely pleased with the Health & Safety 
audit outcome as this aspect of school life is of 
paramount importance. 
We have also undergone a 2 day Assisted Review 
with the School Development Partners from the 
local authority.  We have gone through this 
rigorous process to ensure we are on track for our 
expected Ofsted visit next term and I was 
delighted the officers agreed with our evaluation 
and graded us as Good overall.  
As you know Woodlawn celebrates 100 Years in 
Education this year and we are progressing well 
with finalising the programme of celebrations.   
It now only leaves me to wish you a Happy Easter, 
enjoy the break and I look forward to hearing all 
things chocolate from our pupils on their return to 
school on Monday 16th April 2018.  

 General Reminders 
 
Please remember to label 
all uniform including PE 
kit. 
 

Everyone should have 
changed uniform to the 
new logo.  We re-branded 
in September 2016 and 
the old logo should no 
longer be in use.   
 

We can no longer grant 
any leave of absence 
during term time (including 
family holidays).  Absence 
from school during term 

time can disrupt the continuity of a child’s 
learning and have an impact on their 
achievement. If leave of absence is taken 
it will be marked as unauthorised.  
 

If your child is sick at 
school, we will ask you or 
your emergency contact 
to take your child home. 
They should not return for 

48 hours to reduce the risk of infection for 
all children in school.  
 

Please remember to 
telephone the school if you 
child is absent so that the 
office staff can keep our 
registers up to date.  

 

Please take a peek at 
your family’s hair and 
see a pharmacist if 
you find live lice. 

Please apply sun cream to your child at 
home on return for the summer term and 
send in a hat! 
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Diary Reminder 
 

 
 

Monday 16th April  Pupils return to school 

Friday 20th April  Donation Day for Summer Fair – Fragrance Friday – Toiletries  

Wednesday 25th April Badminton Event - Secondary 

Wednesday 25th April Calvert Trust Residential 

Wednesday 2nd May Under 11 Swimming event 

Monday 7th May Bank Holiday – School closed  

Wednesday 9th May Regional Athletics – Monkton Stadium 

Monday14th May Exams start 

Friday 18th May James Cook Voyage 

Wednesday 23rd May  Trampolining Event - Secondary 

Friday 25th May Donation Day for Summer Fair - Chocolate Friday – Chocolate and sweets 

Friday 25th May School breaks up for Half Term 

Monday 4th June Pupils return to School 

Wednesday 13th June Rounders Event - Secondary 

Friday 22nd June  Donation Day for Summer Fair - Fill a bag Friday – toys, games, raffle prizes 

Saturday 23rd June Summer Fair 12noon – 3.00pm 

w/c 25th June 100 years in Education celebrations 

TBC Transition Day 

Wednesday 4th July Parents Evening 4.00-6.30pm 

Thursday 5th July  Athletics Event - Secondary 

Wednesday 11th July Sports Day (Weather permitting) 

Thursday 12th July  Senior & Post 16 Prom – 6.30pm 

Friday 20th July School breaks up for Summer Holidays 

Thursday 23rd August GCSE Results Day 

Monday 3rd September  Staff Training Day (school closed) 

Tuesday 4th September  Staff training day (School closed) 

Wednesday 5th September Pupils return to school for Autumn Term 2018 

❏ Email us - woodlawn@northtyneside.gov.uk  

❏ Check out our Website - www.woodlawn.org.uk 

❏ Like us on Facebook - Woodlawn School 

❏ Follow us on Twitter @WoodlawnLive 

 

mailto:woodlawn@northtyneside.gov.uk
http://www.woodlawn.org.uk/

