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    ‘The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal development and welfare is outstanding’ – Ofsted October 2018 
 

 

23rd April 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to ‘Summer Term’ at Woodlawn. I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for 
your support during this challenging time. 
 
There is a great deal of information to be read and considered both in the press on television 
and in social media. We are working with the Local Authority and Social services on a daily 
basis to ensure we have the correct and most up to date information. Therefore I want to 
share with you the current updates from the government which directly link to us and to your 
children. 
 
Woodlawn has stayed open for a small number of children and we are risk assessing 
each individual case to ensure that everyone is kept safe.  
 
‘We are asking local authorities to consider the needs of all children and young 
people with an education, health and care (EHC) plan, and make a risk assessment, 
consulting educational settings and parents or carers, to determine whether children 
and young people with SEND will be able to have their needs met at home, and be safer 
there than attending an educational setting. 
 
Where the risk assessment determines a child or young person with an EHC plan will 
be safer at home, the Department for Education (DfE) recommends they stay at home. 
Many other children and young people with EHC plans can safely be supported at 
home.’ Coronavirus (COVID-19): SEND risk assessment guidance 19/04/2020 
 
We have worked really hard as staff to put strict hygiene measures in place but social 
distancing of two metres between children and staff has been incredibly difficult to achieve. 
Even with very small numbers this is an enormous challenge. 
 
I am also aware that many of you will have received a shielding letter due your child’s health 
conditions this advises that you must adhere to the recommendations to keep your child safe. 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file 
/875126/Easy_read_guidance_on_shielding_March_2020.pdf 
 
 
 
 



 
‘Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be, to limit the chance of the 
virus spreading. Fewer children attending educational settings will mean that social 
mixing is reduced and the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) is less likely.’ 
 
We continue to support your children and you through see saw activities and communication, 
Facebook, phone calls and meal delivery and the response has been outstanding. 
 
It doesn’t feel right for our school community to be separated in this way, however this 
situation is difficult for each and every one of us in different ways. 
 
Keep Safe 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Gill Wilson 
Headteacher 
 
 


