
 

 

 

 

 

News from Woodlawn  
Number 3 - 2016/17 
 

School Choir takes to the Stage again! 

Next date for the diary is 20th 
March at the Whitley Bay 
Playhouse.   
The choir is performing 2 songs 

as part of the North Tyneside Music Education 
HUB Annual Vocal Celebration.  This was a 
fantastic event last year.   Tickets are £6.00 
each and are available 2 per child for pupils in 
the Choir. 
 

We have held 3 very 

successful parent/carer 

coffee events focussing on 

Literacy learning.  The 

feedback from parents who 

attended was very positive and they enjoyed 

the opportunity to catch-up on progress and 

how to support further with home learning. 
 
 

The pupils had a 

visit from Clarence 

Adoo & Doug Bott, the patron and director of 

the project. The children are making excellent 

progress with musical awareness, playing 

together, skills at using the musical 

instruments & music technology. Some of the 

children have progressed onto their 2nd & 3rd 

compositions - we are very proud of them. 

They have looked at "musical glue" and what 

holds our music and orchestra together to 

develop their skills further.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WPFA  
The team are always looking for new 
members – if you can support in any 

way, please contact the school for more 
information/come along to a meeting.  The 
WPFA are currently raising funds towards a new 
mini-bus for school. 
 

31st Xmas Pudding Run 
Another record breaker – 883 runners on what 
was a very cold Boxing Day. A fantastic 
£2634.60 was Woodlawn’s share of the profits. 

 
Look at the queue for registration! 

 

WPFA Date for your Diary –  
General Meeting - Monday 6th March at 10am  
Please come along and support with the initial 
planning of the Annual Summer Fair. 
 

 

 
 
 
Well done Leon – 
look at the tower 
he created for his 
‘ghost figure’. 
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What have Primary been up to? 
Cara’s class has been looking at the Chinese 
New Year celebrations which started on the 
27th of January. The pupils enjoyed tasting 
traditional Chinese food, using chop sticks and 
loved the Fortune cookies! They had lots of fun 
singing the Happy New Year song and shared 
it their friends in assembly. 
“Kung Hei Fat Choy” 
 

During Science 
in Amy’s class, 
the pupils have 
been looking at 
and learning all 
about plants and 
their life cycles.  
They have 
discovered that 

in order to grow plants they need three 
things; water, sun and soil.  
They decided to become real life scientists 
and do an experiment!  They came up with a 
hypothesis as a class: a seed with all three 
things; sun, soil and water would grow quicker 
than a seed without these three things.  
They planted cress seeds into two separate 
containers. One container was put in the 
cupboard without any sun or water and the 
other container on the window sill where there 
was lots of sun and they watered it every day. 
They made a discovery!  
The container on the window sill started to 
grow very fast and within a few days they were 
sprouting. The seeds that were in the 
container in the cupboard hadn’t sprouted or 
grown at all……. 
Our hypothesis was correct - Wow! 

Kimberley’s class has been working on lots of 
Scientific experiments, tasting and exploring 
different materials, experimenting with 
magnets, testing temperature and looking at 
forces! The pupils have really enjoyed the 
practical sessions, it has been their favourite 
subject this half term!  
Also, they have used the money raised on 
their stall at the Christmas Enterprise event to 
buy Lego as they all enjoy playing with this in 
Golden Time. 

Early years have had a visit from the school 
nurse to talk about looking after their teeth. The 
children looked at why that is important and what 
they use their teeth for. They explored the big 
teeth and toothbrush to model cleaning their 
teeth properly. 

 

Talk for Maths - Lucy’s class have been looking 
at the triangle shape this half term. The pupils 
have been exploring different triangular shapes, 
and having a go at drawing the triangle shape in 
materials such as paint, sand, paper as well as 
on the interactive whiteboard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
Diane and Debbie’s class have been working on 
animals and their habitats. The children have 
learnt about winter animals as well as day and 
night animals and their habitats. The children 
enjoyed making dens and nests as well as 
making a class book. They had great fun 
creating and then exploring the habitats with 
small world animals 
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Secondary Department Update 
In Computing this half term, Group 3 pupils 
have been writing their own newsletter. Each 
pupil chose an activity in school to write about, 
decided on interview questions and who they 
would interview about it.  Following the 
interviews, they typed up their piece, adding a 
title, took and added a picture to complete the 
article.  The activities included sports club, 
swimming lessons, Newcastle Foundation 
coming into P.E. and our Music project. 
Excellent work Group 3. 
 

In RE Students have 

been participating in 

Creation Stories from 

around the world, 

focusing on Aboriginal 

Culture and created 

their own Aboriginal 

Artwork. 

 

In Enterprise the 

Tuckshop has evolved 

into a café, serving 

students of the week and 

a friend. The secondary 

students have been 

working on their 

customer service skills. 

As part of their Enterprise Project, Form AB 

are working on a fundraising for Newcastle 

Dog & Cat Shelter.  Pupils have made posters 

for around school and promotional materials.  

Letters created by the pupils will soon be 

coming home requesting donations both for 

the shelter and its charity shop.  Your support 

will be greatly appreciated. 

James Cook Voyage 
This will take place over the weekend of the 
9th, 10th and 11th June with 5 pupils from 
Woodlawn. 

Work Experience for Post 16 
The students have worked in various sectors, 

including mortgage solutions, charity work, St. 

Johns Ambulance Day centre, Nursery with in 

Schools and Graphic Design.  It has really 

challenged the students to be independent. 

As part of their transition to life after 

Woodlawn the students continue to 

explore community travel. This half 

term they have been to Sunderland Glass 

Centre and shopping at Kingston Park for the 

ingredients needed for their Parent Afternoon 

Tea event.  

Post 16 have also continued working with 

Southlands School engaging in ‘Moving On’ 

where the students take part in life saving, 

enterprise, catering, gardening and tuck shop. 

Post 16 Residential planned 
16 pupils are going to the Calvert Trust in Kielder 
from 8th to 10th March. The pupils will take part 
in various activities including orienteering, 
Velcro Olympics, climbing and laser clay 
shooting.  We were again fortunate enough to 
have the residential subsided by the kind 
donations from the Hadrian Trust & R W Mann 
Trust. 
 

Physical Education  
The pupils have been Trampolining in their PE 
sessions. They have been practicing different 
movements, including seat, front drops and back 
drops, tuck, straddle and pike. Some pupils have 
devised their own routines, taking the time to 
understand the flow of movements. 
 

The pupils are making great progress in their 
swimming lessons.  Each class has a swim 
lesson once a week and high levels of 
improvements in their ability has been recorded.  
Some pupils are showing good progress in their 
communication skills, some are excelling in their 
counting skills and some are demonstrating 
fantastic improvements in their swimming.  The 
lessons are going from strength to strength.  
Well done to all the pupils for all their hard work 
in the pool.  It is certainly paying off. 
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Award Presentation 

Woodlawn have been 
awarded the Modeshift 
Bronze Award for using and 
promoting sustainable 

travel. We are only the 10th Special Needs 
School in the whole country to achieve this 
prestigious award. 

 

Charity Fundraising 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-you to all who sent in money to support 

the ‘Out of Sight’ senses event on 10th 

February.   

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

REMINDER - We will be supporting this event 
– wear red for a suggested £1.00 donation.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Is back until 30th June – please send in your 
vouchers from Sainsburys to support the 
purchase of new equipment for school. 

Staff News 
 

We said a fond farewell to Ian Saunders & Alison 
Taylor in January and Keely Crowther has 
started her maternity leave this half term. 
We are looking forward to Claire Harrison 
Hoggarth returning from her maternity leave 
after the Easter break. 
 

Playground Buddy Scheme 
 

The Playground Buddies have one more training 
session, which is with Stephen our PE Teacher; 
to give them the skills to organise games in the 
Playground. They can then really start to support 
and befriend pupils who are finding it more 
difficult to interact. 

School Council 

The Council representatives are involved in a 
Health Eating Project working with the school 
nurse.  They have discussed healthy foods, 
organised a display in the dining hall and are 
currently planning an assembly to promote 
healthy eating and the ‘Change 4 Life’ 
programme. 

Health Update 

Our school nursing team provide specialist 

nursing and public health advice for children with 

disabilities and complex physical and or 

emotional health needs.   

You can chat on the telephone, in person at 

school or arrange a home visit.  

Please ring 0191 6432597 during school hours.   
 

Nurses will be carrying out a survey during week 

commencing 6th March with some children that 

they work with.  They will be asking their views 

on whether they found the nurse helpful and if 

there is anything they would like to tell them 

about on how the service can be improved.   

If anyone has any questions about the survey, 

please contact Lynsey Dawson on the above 

number. 
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Message from the Head 
Firstly, I would like to thank 
everyone who came along 
to the parents literacy 
events on 23rd 25th 30th 
January & 8th February.  I 
know you found the 
updates and workshops 
helpful and will support you 
and your child with home 
learning.  Your continued 
support is appreciated.  

  

Please take the time to fill out the recently sent 
Parent/carer satisfaction survey.  This is carried 
out every year and your opinions are very 
important to us.  Your feedback provides us with 
the tools to make the necessary improvements for 
your child’s education. 
 

We continue to support national & local charities 
and we had a lovely ‘senses’ afternoon last Friday 
in aid of ‘Out of Sight’ which I know some of you 
are involved with.  We will be looking at further 
fundraising ideas for Woodlawn as with budget 
constraints being imposed, we need to look at 
other resources to assist with additional costs we 
incur.  Thank-you for the returned ideas slips and 
if anyone else has any other thoughts – please 
keep sending them in.  We will be putting a 
programme together, some of which will be in 
association with the WPFA. 
 

Have a fantastic half term and don’t forget to send 
in some pictures of what you and your child have 
been up to! 
We look forward to welcoming the pupils back on 
Monday 27th February. 

Parent/Carer Satisfaction Survey 

Reminder – you should have received a survey  in 
your child’s bookbag.  Please complete and return 
as directed.  Your opinions are valuable.  You 
need your unique number even if you complete it 
on-line.  
http://www.northtyneside.gov.uk/snap/parent-
survey/parentsurvey2017.htm 
 

  

School Meals 
Gone are the days of overcooked 
vegetables and lumpy mashed potato!  All 
meals are freshly prepared each morning 
in school and meet rigorous school food 
guidelines set out by the government.  For 
less than the price of your typical take-
away sandwich, your child can enjoy a 
choice of freshly cooked main courses 
accompanied by fresh salad or 
vegetables, bread, a healthy drink, and a 
tasty dessert. Perfect for re-fuelling after 
a busy morning! 
If your child doesn’t already stay for a 
school meal, why not introduce them? 
You might just be surprised.  
 

Keeping it local - chicken, beef and pork 
is Red Tractor Farm Assured, our butcher 
is based in Northumberland and our eggs 
are all free range from a supplier in 
Durham. 
 

Your child may be entitled to free school 
meals. To check eligibility apply online at 
www.northtyneside.gov.uk and enter 
‘free school meals’ in the search bar.  
 

All children in Reception, Year 1 & 2 are 
eligible for Universal Infant Free School 
Meals, however you still need to complete 
an application form to register.  
If you don’t have an e-mail address 
please call to register for free meals. 
(0191) 643 2288 
 

Easy to apply - takes a few minutes to 
apply online, you will need your NI 
Number or your NASS reference to 
register. 
 

Savings for your family  - Save over 
£390 per year for every child that qualifies 
  
Woodlawn benefits – we receive 
additional funding for every child 
registered for free school meals.  
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Diary Reminder  
 

Friday 17th February 2017 Break up for Spring Half Term 

Monday 27th February 2017 Pupils return to school 

Thursday 2nd March World Book Day (Normal uniform) 

Wednesday 8th March  Post 16 residential to Calvert Trust 

Monday 20th March  Choir performing at the Playhouse, Whitley Bay 

Friday 24th March  Red Nose Day - Fundraiser 

TBC Easter Events (Details to follow) 

Friday 7th April  Break up for Easter Holidays 

Monday 24th April  Staff training day (School closed) 

Tuesday 25th April  Pupils return to school for Summer Term 

 

 

 

❏ Email us - woodlawn@northtyneside.gov.uk  
 

❏ Check out our Website - www.woodlawn.org.uk 
 

❏ Like us on Facebook - Woodlawn School 
 

❏ Follow us on Twitter @WoodlawnLive 


